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April 2, 2007
VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S. MAIL
Senator Bill Nelson Congressman Ron Klein
United States Senate United States House of Representatives
716 Hart Senate Office Building 313 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 ~ Washington, D.C. 20515-0922

Re: Proposed Expansion of Palm Beach International Airport

Dear Senator Nelson and Congressman Klein:

This law firm represents Mar-a-Lago, L.L.C., L.C., the 6wner of the Mar-a~Lag0 National
Historic Landmark. '

As you may know, the Palm Beach County Department of Airports (“DOA”) has requested that
the FAA undertake a Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS”) study relating to the proposed
expansion of Palm Beach International Airport. It is our understanding that an EIS study is
necessary to receive federal funding for the proposed expansion. '

After receiving the DOA’s request, on January 26, 2007, the FAA issued a notlce scheduling an
Agency and Public Scoping meeting for February 27, 2007. The purpose of the meeting was to
solicit comments from interested persons and parties regarding the proposed expansion and to
help the FAA determine the scope of the EIS study. The February 27, 2007 meeting was held
and remains as the lone scoping comment for this significant proposed expansion. The FAA also
set March 27, 2007, a mere 28 days after the meeting, as the scoping comment deadline for the
public. .

Due to this extremely short comment period, prior to the expiration of the March 27 deadline,

many parties (including the DOA itself, the City of West Palm Beach, and the National Trust for

Historic Preservation) and countless citizen groups requested an extension of the commenting

period. However, the FAA summarily rejected those requests and warned about the

consequences of wﬂh.holdmg any information until later in the process. The FAA’s rejectlon
- letter is enclosed for your review along with the City’s request.

Because of the very short notice, the public and several interested federal, state and local
agencies were forced to scramble to submit comments before the March 27 deadline. As you -
may know, the scoping deadline is critical. - According to the FAA, as more time passes during
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