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Ms. Lindy McDowell
Federal Aviation Administration
Orlando Airports Districts Office
5950 Hazeltine National Drive, Suite 400
Orlando, Florida 32822

Re: Alternatives Evaluation for the Palm Beach International Airport (PBIA)
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Dear Ms. McDowell:

It has come to our attention, that at the November 27, 2007 PBIA EIS Alternatives
Evaluation Public Hearing meeting, and as part of the preliminary alternatives evaluation
process, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and its consultants will recommend
to retain for further detailed analysis only the following alternatives:

• The Palm Beach County's Department of Airports proposed project that would
relocate and construct runway 9R/27L 100 feet south of the existing location, shorten
runway 13/31 to 4,000 feet, and shift runway ends to eliminate the intersection with
9L/27R

• A new FAA-proposed alternative named "FAA Alternative 2" that would construct an
8,000-foot runway parallel to and 800 feet north of the existing runway 9L/27R, close
runway 13/31, relocate 11 gates, and construct new concourses for the relocated gates.

• The No-Action alternative, "which will be retained for baseline comparison purposes
and to meet NEPA requirements. "

As a result, other alternatives, such as using an existing airport as a supplement to PBIA,
development of a new commercial service airport to replace PBIA, or the use of
operational and demand management alternatives will not be retained for further detailed
analysis as part of the EIS.

The primary justifications provided by the FAA consultants through their presentation for
not retaining the alternative of using an existing airport as a supplement to PBIA are that:
1) The FAA and the County's Dept. of Airports lack authority to shift commercial service
from one airport to another; 2) There would be difficulties shifting sufficient PBIA
general aviation traffic to other airports; and 3) Major improvements would be needed at
other County airports to accommodate mid-size to larger general aviation jets.
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