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#aM8t @
commissioner Jeff Koons, chair and Board Members of thePalm Beach county Metroporitan pranning organization

Re; Traneportation lmprovement program {Tlp}
Dear Commissioner Ksons and MpO Board Members:

During the past week, each of the Board Members of the palm Beacfr CountyMetropolitan Planning organization (MPo) receiueJ a tetter from the city of west FalmBeach expressing concem$ about the investment of $t"t* financial r.oiuro* to improveaviation facilities in Pafm Beach county, in perticular,-the proposed extension of Runway9R-27L at patm Beach tntemationaf ni#art ipBtAt 
-'' -'

The $tate of Florida's funding of aviation projects is largely comprised of proceeds froman aviatian fuel tax fund, o't ,**ricrr palm rjea"rt C"*tv _airport u*eru are significantcontributors' The Transportation lmprovement program 
flp) Fu *ill b" addressing onJune 2l' 2007 includls erghtgen (rs; separate pi6**t- for tha four ailparts owned andoperated by the Palrn Eeach couniy !o"F or Colnty dommission*rr. orlnese eighteenprojects, only three are specificali f,or.th* #p#;extension of Runway sR-?rL atPBIA' All eighteen projecti are included in the du;i*"t Airport Master plans, which havebeen reviewed and a-cepte{-ly the Board oi County commissioners, the FloridaDepartment of rransportation (FDbT) and the reoerainoiatisn Adminlsiiation {FAA). Aswith many other prrojects found in the TlP, final "nuironmental approvals have not yetbeen obtained for all of the projects in the program. one or the three projects associatedwith the proposed extension oi Runway eir-z?L is, in faet, for tne Enuirdnmentar lmpact$tatement (Els) eurrenlly -underway-witn tne FAA' in* rnn is the r*"c "gency for theenvironmental approY?l .ol. the project; without their approvat, the project will net beinitiated' At the present time, we'aryigqryei*..i-ini'final environliatar approvat inearfv 2009' lt is not until 2011 and zble *a;;li;r and construetion funding areprogrammed for the proposed runway extension. ft'is not un**mon for an airportowner/sponsor to {o,*.*9 wit! tlr.e prograqming of funding for the project coneunent withthe FM's environmental..analysis,' refo_gnizinf t|,ai sucrr funds cannot be awarded orutilized on the project until the necorlg-neciion inon; retative n G-els is issued bythe FAA' Approving projects in the rrF out-veais'i*-,iot an irrevocabre commitment offunding; shauld futup rld.nning aneuor environmental review identify an alternative actionthat meets the needs of the ilunty, those tuno* can f,* ,"prog,.�mmed. However, if thecounty waits until all environrnental'appravals are obtained prior ta programming funds,t h e p roj ect wo u I d be u n n e g:gggg'y",*?h[F^g; ;; ";.
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Commiseianer Jeff Ksons, f;hair end Board Members of the
Palrn Besch County Metropolitan Flanning Organization
June 2S, ?QAT
Page 2"

In the letter, the City of West Palm Beach questioned the need for the project. The
Department's forecast sf aviation activity, approved by the FAA in February ?S06, is
consistent with the FArq's Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) for PBIA. Additionaily, in May
2007, the FAA released a report titled "Capacity Needs in the Natianal Airspace $ystem"
which calls out Palm Beach lnternational as an airport needing additional capacity by
2015. lfChile aircraft operations at PBIA are forecasi to increase at a msdest rate of t.S*
annually through 2A25, PBIA hes already reached the point where a modest increase in
operations overwhelrns the existing airfield infrastructure during peak periods.

Although aviation forecasts are often presented in annual operations levels, more useful
metrics used for determining runway capacity deficiencies are peak month average day
(PMAD) operations and hourly airfield capacity. The existing airfield can accommodate
approximately 65 aircr#t operations per hour, while the proposed airfield will increase the
airfield capacity to approximately 112 operations per hour. The driving factor behind the
proposed runway extension is not only the volume of aircrafi activity anticipated, but also
tfe types of aircraft utilizing the Airport, their runway and operational reguirements, and
the policies issued by the FAA within the pasl 10 years that restrict the aperations on
intersecting runways.

The City of West Palrn Beach also expressed concerns about the negative impacts ef the
proposed project on the residents and businesses in the City, as well as the
socioeconomic and fiscal impacts of the projec-t. The FAA, through the El$ process, will
evaluate the impacts of the County's proposed project on a variety of resource area$,
including but not limited to air quality, noise, compatible land use, socioeconomic impacts
and environmental justice, and historical, architectural, archaeologieal and cultural
re$ources.

Additionally, it was recCImmended that the County initiate a comprehensive County-wide
airport capacity management plan and encourage the uee of other airports by providing
Customs and lmmiggtion facilities at those airports. The County does in fact manage a
system of airports within the boundaries of the County, with each airport meeting various
?efd! within the system,* Palm Beach lnternational, North Palm Beach CountpGeneral
Aviation Airport, Palm Beach Caunty Park Airport and Palm Beach Souniy Glades
Airport. In 1994, the County eonstructed the North Palm Beach County GeneralAviation
Airport as a reliever airport to Palm Beach IntemationalAirport; the airport has developed
t1_tg one of the premier general aviatisn facilities in the State and currently serves over
200 based aircraft. Palm Beach County Park Airport, alsc known as Lantana Airport,
serves_the general aviation needs of the south-central portion of the Ceunty with more
than 35CI based aircraft. Glades Airport, or Pahokee Airport, presenfiy serveb the needs
sf the agricultural csmmunity in the Glades, as well as a variety cf skydiving and other
sport-aircraft operetors.


