APPENDIX G

BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

This appendix contains a copy of the Biological Assessment prepared by the FAA for the Proposed
Project and reasonable alternatives.
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SECTION 1.0
INTRODUCTION

Palm Beach County Department of Airports (County) has proposed improvements to the Palm Beach
International Airport (PBIA) that would enhance the ability of the airfield to safely and efficiently
accommodate aircraft operations and reduce aircraft operational delays. Currently, average annual delay
per aircraft operation at PBIA exceeds 4 minutes. The average annual delay is projected to be
approximately 10.2 minutes in 2013 and 20 minutes in 2018. The proposed improvements would provide
two parallel runways that would be capable of accommodating projected levels of aircraft operations
through the year 2018 with just over 2 minutes of delay per aircraft operation. The proposed
improvements would enable the airport to accommodate operational demands in an efficient manner that
minimizes aircraft operational delays and enhances safety.

PBIA is located in Sections 25 and 26, Township 43 South, and Range 42 East; and Sections 30, 31,
and 32, Township 43 South, and Range 43 East, Palm Beach County Florida (Latitude 26° 40m 56.85s
North; Longitude 80° 5m 36.50s West). Figure 1 provides a location map for PBIA. PBIA is situated
within a highly developed portion of Palm Beach County. The airport is bordered by Belevedere Road to
the north, Southern Boulevard to the south, Australian Avenue to the east, and Military Trail to the west,
with dense commercial and residential development extending beyond these roadways.

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) Orders 5050.4B, NEPA Implementing Instructions for Airport Actions, and 1050.1E, Environmental
Impacts: Policies and Procedures, the County is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to
consider and document the potential environmental impacts associated with the Proposed Project and
reasonable alternative (Alternative 2). During Scoping for the EIS in March 2007, FAA met with USFWS
to seek input on the project. At the meeting and follow-up email, USFWS indicated it wanted the FAA to
assess the location and potential effects of the project on wood storks (Mycteria americana) and their
foraging areas and on Florida sandhill cranes (Grus canadensis pratensis). While not federally-listed, the
Florida sandhill crane was assessed accordingly.
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SECTION 6.0
LIST OF PREPARERS

Allan Nagy - Project Manager. B.S. Marine Biology/Chemistry, 28 years of experience in environmental
assessment and impact analysis. Responsibilities include overall EIS project management, EIS Team
coordination, environmental and aviation planning, public involvement program implementation, and
coordination with the PBC DOA.

Peter Green, AICP - Deputy Project Manager. B.S. Environmental Resource Management and
Planning, M.P.A. Public Administration/Coastal Zone Studies, 19 years experience. Responsibilities
include project management and coordination, environmental and aviation planning, public involvement
program coordination, document production, QA/QC management, and technical writing.

Kevin M. Connor - Senior Environmental Scientist. B.S. Biology, M.S. Zoology, 13 years of experience.
Responsibilities include habitat mapping, ecological/biotics evaluations, and technical writing.

Mark Easley —~ Senior Environmental Scientist. B.S. Biology, 24 years of experience. Responsibilities
include oversight of wetlands and protected species evaluations and quality assurance of biological
studies.
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