APPENDIX F

HISTORIC, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES

This appendix contains supplemental information and documentation regarding historic, archaeological,
and historic architectural resources and the evaluation of impacts to these resources.

e Appendix F-1 Cultural Resource Assessment Report Summary

e Appendix F-2 Archaeological Area of Potential Effect Report



APPENDIX F-1

CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT REPORT SUMMARY

This appendix contains a summary of the Cultural Resource Assessment Survey prepared for the DEIS.
The survey inventoried and evaluated historic and historic architectural resources in the Area of Potential
Effect. The complete report, including photographs, documentation, and appendix, was submitted to the

Florida State Historic Preservation Officer for coordination under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966.
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is preparing a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) to identify the potential environmental effects associated with the construction
and operation of proposed airfield improvements to Palm Beach International Airport (PBIA) to
accommodate existing and projected aviation demand at a high level of passenger convenience.
PBIA is owned by Palm Beach County and operated by the Palm Beach County Department of
Airports (PBC DOA), which is the airport sponsor. PBC DOA has submitted the Airport Layout
Plan to FAA for review and environmental approval in connection with its intent to seek Federal
funds to implement the Airfield Improvement Project, or Proposed Project. PBC DOA’s
Proposed Project, which is the focus of the DEIS, features a series of changes to the airfield
consisting of the following major elements. modifications to Runway 9R/27L; modifications to
Runway 13/31; and other Enabling and Connected Actions. The Proposed Project would provide
separate paralel runways capable of accommodating air carrier operations for arrivals and
departures.

In order to most effectively address cultural resources and meet Congressional goals for
streamlining the process, FAA is coordinating and integrating the processes of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) of 1966, as amended, as part of its evaluation of the Proposed Project. Pursuant to 36
CRF 800.10 and Section 110 of the NHPA, FAA has notified the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation that a National Historic Landmark (NHL)—Mar-A-Lago—is located within the
Proposed Project’s preliminary Area of Potential Effect (APE), and that the FAA will undertake
the planning and actions necessary for an NHL.

Pursuant to Section 106, FAA determined that the Proposed Project could affect historic
properties; identified the Proposed Project’s preliminary and final APE; determined the scope of
appropriate identification efforts; and identified historic properties in both the preliminary and
fina APE. The results of that identification effort, which was conducted by a Principa
Investigator who meets the Professional Qualification Standards for architectural history and
history as established by the Secretary of the Interior’ s Sandards and Guidelines for Archeology
and Historic Preservation (36 CFR Part 61), are included within this Cultura Resource
Assessment Survey report.

Following evaluation of this report, FAA identified which historic architectural resources within
the final APE are listed in or have previously been determined eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places, and determined which historic architectural resources are eligible or
ineligible for such listing. These resources within the final APE are:

e Centra Park Historic District, West Palm Beach (National Register-listed)

e Prospect Park-Southland Park Historic District, West Palm Beach (determined National
Register-eligible by the FAA)

e Vedado-Hillcrest Historic Local District, West Palm Beach (determined not National
Register-eligible by the FAA)

e Pam Beach International Airport Beach (determined not National Register-eligible by
the FAA)



For informational purposes only, this report also includes assessments of the following resources,
which are located within the preliminary, but not the final, APE of the Potential Project and
reasonabl e alternatives:

Mar-A-Lago, Town of Pam Beach (National Register-listed and a National Historic
Landmark)

Bingham-Blossom House (National Register-listed, but no longer extant)
El Cid Historic District, West Palm Beach (National Register-listed)
Flamingo Park Residential Historic District, West Palm Beach (National Register-listed)

Pam Beach Estate Resource Group, Town of Palm Beach (previously determined
National Register-eligible)

Note: This Summary Report is a summary version of the complete Cultural Resource Assessment
Survey Report. It includes the same text, tables, and figures as the complete report, but does not
include the photographic documentation within, or the separate volume of appendices to, the
complete report. The complete Cultural Resource Assessment Survey Report and its appendix
volume are on file at the Florida State Historic Preservation Office in Tallahassee, Florida and
the FAA Airports District Office in Orlando, Florida.
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II.METHODOLOGY

The methodology for conducting this cultural resource assessment consisted of the following
steps. The Principal Investigator (Pl) made two visits to the Florida State Historic Preservation
Office or Bureau of Historic Preservation (BHP) in Tallahassee to review reports, surveys,
studies, and the Florida Master Site File entries for recorded historical resources within the
Proposed Project’s preliminary APE.> On August 7, 2007, the Pl requested lists of previously
recorded resources located within the Townships, Ranges, and Sections in which the preliminary
APE isall or in part located, with the following results:

Table 1. Previoudy Recorded Resour ces Within Preliminary APE

No. of previously No. of previously No. of previously No. of previously
recorded standing recorded resource recorded historic recorded
structures groups bridges archaeological sites
T43S/R43E/
Sections 28-35 2,400 9 1 1
T44S/R43E/
Sections 2-6 666 2 0 1
T44S/R42E/
Sectionsl-5 0 0 0 0

Source; Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation Master Site File

The BHP subsequently sent the PI electronic links to requested Master Site Files entries and,
importantly, GIS data for Palm Beach County. URS laid the preliminary APE over the GIS map
of the county and identified and located 1,247 previously recorded resources within the
preliminary APE. (The number was smaller than the figure of 3,080 resources in the table above,
because the preliminary APE does not occupy the entirety of each of the listed Sections.)

The PI additionally contacted historic preservation planners with the City of West Palm Beach,
the Town of Palm Beach, and Palm Beach County to acquire information on historic resources
within the preliminary APE. This was particularly important for identifying resources within the
two communities, which hold aimost all of the historic resources within the preliminary APE.
The PI met twice and otherwise corresponded via e-mail and phone with West Palm Beach
Preservation Planner Friedrike Mittner. Ms. Mittner provided copies of maps and local landmark
site forms for the National Register and/or locally listed historic districts within the preliminary
APE. She aso provided the names of individuals knowledgeable about the history and

1 URS Corporation Senior Architectural Historian Marvin A. Brown served as the Pl for historic architectural
resources. He conducted the fieldwork and research and prepared this report. Mr. Brown meets the Professional
Qualification Standards for architectural history and history as established by the Secretary of the Interior's
Sandards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation (36 CFR Part 61).
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architecture of a number of these districts. The Pl additionally spoke with Jane S. Day, who is a
preservation consultant for the Town of Pam Beach and who has surveyed and written
extensively about the architecture and history of the town. The PI further acquired a list of local
Town of Palm Beach landmarks from the town planning department.

With this information and accompanying maps in hand, the Pl conducted a windshield survey of
the preliminary APE. The Pl took many photographs, where possible, of the resources within the
preliminary APE that were previously listed in the National Register or as loca historic
landmarks within West Palm Beach and the Town of Palm Beach, and those that were included
in the Palm Beach Residential Estates Resource Group (which is recorded on Florida Master Site
Form No. Pam Beach [PB] 13345). The PI gathered information in order to make
recommendations to the FAA that would assist the FAA in assessed the continuing eligibility of
the National Register-listed or -eligible: Bingham-Blossom House (PB-58); Mar-A-Lago (PB-
199), a National Historic Landmark; the Central Park Historic District (PB-10347); the El Cid
Historic District (PB-8114); the Flamingo Park Residential Historic District (PB-9909); and
Palm Beach Residential Estates Resource Group.

In particular, the Pl gave detailed attention to and extensively photographed the resources within
two locally listed West Palm Beach historic districts—Prospect Park-Southland Park (PB-13531)
and Vedado-Hillcrest—in order to be able to make recommendations to the FAA about their
National Register eligibility. The Pl conducted research into the history and architecture of these
neighborhoods at the Palm Beach County courthouse, where the Pl viewed plat maps, tax
records, and deeds, and at the West Palm Beach public library and the main branch of the Palm
Beach County public library. To gather further information, the Pl also met with Jose Rodriguez,
president of the Vedado neighborhood association, Bailey Gray, president of the Southland Park
historic neighborhood association, and Nancy Pullum, president of the El Cid neighborhood
association.

The PI conducted a more limited assessment of resources within the Town of Palm Beach within
the preliminary APE. Access to Mar-A-Lago, a National Historic Landmark, is heavily
restricted, as is access to the multi-million dollar estates that comprise the Palm Beach Estate
Resource Group. Through a review of resources on the internet and limited visual access,
sufficient information was gathered on Mar-A-Lago to reassess it. The Pam Beach Residential
Estates Resource Group was viewed where possible from the street and summarily assessed, but
was not re-photographed, as it was inventoried and determined eligible for National Register
listing as recently as 2006. It has not changed in any notable fashion since that time.

As noted at the Project Description above (Section 1), following the establishment of the broad
preliminary APE, the FAA established a more refined, final APE for the Proposed Project and
reasonable alternatives. The final APE includes four potential historic resources—the Central
Park Historic District, the Prospect Park-Southland Park Historic District, the Vedado-Hillcrest
Local Historic District, and the Palm Beach International Airport—all of which are historic
districts or groups of resources. The Pl did not solely survey and assess historic districts within
the fina APE, however. Rather, the Pl viewed all potential historic resources, including
individual resources, within the final APE. On June 20-21, 2008, while surveying and assessing
the Palm Beach International Airport, the Pl again viewed al of the standing resources within the
final APE. The PI reconfirmed and the FAA has determined that there are no potential historic
resources within the final APE outside of the four groups of resources identified within that APE.
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On April 22, 2008, in response to requests from the Florida SHPO that followed review of the
initial report of January 2008, the FAA submitted the following materials to the SHPO: log
sheets for the historical architectural report and the separate archaeological survey report; USGS
maps with the final historic architectural and archaeological APES; revised overall Florida
Master Site File (FMSF) forms for the Centra Park Historic District (PB-10347) and the
Prospect Park-Southland Park Historic District (PB-13531); and a resource group form for the
Vedado-Hillcrest Local Historic District.

In response to a SHPO request of June 19, 2008, for additional information, the FAA hasin this
revised report: further addressed the methodology utilized to identify historic districts and
individual historic buildings within the final APE; discussed the establishment and nature of the
preliminary and final APEs; and included a discussion and historic assessment of the Palm Beach
International Airport. Also in response to this letter, the FAA has, under separate cover, revised
the previoudy submitted survey log sheets to include more exact acreage, and has included
images on a compact disk of the photographs submitted with the FMSF forms, which meet
FMSF digital image standards.
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1. HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXTS

INTRODUCTION

Numerous background historic and architectural contexts have been created in the past 30 years
for the City of West Palm Beach, the Town of Palm Beach, and Palm Beach County. The most
notable reports prepared for West Palm Beach are those of Elizabeth L. Miller of 1989 and 1990
that followed on the heels of her comprehensive two-year survey of the city (Miller 1989; Miller
1990). They summarized the history of the city and provided biographica summaries of
architects, developers, and others who were significant in the city’s development. They also
identified 12 historic districts that were potentially eligible for National Register listing. National
Register nominations prepared for seven of these historic districts provide additional historical
and, in particular, architectural contexts for the city. These nominations, with the dates of
Register listing in parenthesis, are for the following historic districts: Central Park (1999), El Cid
(1995), Flamingo Park (2000), Grandview Heights (1995), Mango Promenade (1999), Northwest
(1992), and Old Northwood (1994). Miller’s two reports also identified 133 individual resources,
outside of the surveyed districts, that were potentially eligible for National Register listing.
Additional historical and architectural contexts for the city are provided in cultural resource
assessment reports, including those prepared for Olive Avenue between C-51 Cana and 12"
Avenue (Webster 1998), the 1-95/Pam Beach International Airport Connector 3-A (Austin,
Fuhrmeister, and Hansen 1992), and the Downtown Uptown Survey of Historic Properties
(Werndli and Abell 1987).

The historic resources of the Town of Palm Beach were surveyed and reported on by Eliza F.
Smith in 1981, John Johnson in 1988, and Jane S. in 1997 and 2004 (Smith 1981; Johnson 1988;
Day et a. 1997; Day and Research Atlantica 2004). These were recently supplemented by a
cultural resource assessment report for A1A from Southern Boulevard to Royal Pam Way
(Garrett 2006). Survey and contextual work on other communities and unincorporated areas in
Palm Beach County has been more limited, as the lion’s share of historic resources in the county
stand in West Pam Beach and the Town of Palm Beach. These reports include one on the
unincorporated areas of the county prepared by John. Johnson in 1998 and one on the Town of
Golfview prepared by Elizabeth L. Miller in 1994 (Johnson 1998; Miller 1994).

These various reports for the county and its communities provide fairly detailed historical and
architectural contexts for these entities. The developmental and architectural histories of West
Palm Beach and the town and county of Palm Beach, particularly within the Proposed Project’s
preliminary APE, are quite similar. The same historical factors largely led to their rise and fall
and rise again. The same architectural styles and trends, abeit on an occasionally much grander
scale in the Town of Palm Beach, informed the buildings erected in the county and its
communities. The following historic and architectural contexts are largely drawn from these
reports, particularly the first-year report of the West Palm Beach survey (Miller 1999), the final
Town of Pam Beach survey (Day and Research Atlantica 2004), the cultural resource
assessment for Olive Avenue in West Palm Beach (Webster 1998), and the cultural resource
assessment of A1A in the Town of Palm Beach (Garrett 2006).
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HISTORY

Notable settlement of Palm Beach County, along with much of the remainder of central and
southern Florida, did not occur until homesteaders arrived there following the Civil War. Captain
(or “Cap”) Elisha Newton Dimick, considered the founder of Palm Beach, came in 1876. Irving
R. Henry homesteaded what was to become West Palm Beach’'s business section in 1882.
Popul ation merited the establishment of a Lake Worth post office in 1880 and one in present-day
Riviera Beach in 1889. Not until 1894, however, and the arrival of Henry Morrison Flagler’'s
railroad—which was to be called the Florida East Coast Railway—did the county in general, and
West Palm Beach and Palm Beach in particular, flourish. Flagler placed the railroad’ s terminal in
West Palm Beach and in the 1890s erected palatial hotels in the Town of Palm Beach. The island
town soon became a haven for wealthy northerners, while West Palm Beach provided housing
for hotel employees and the area’ s growing middle class (Garrett 2006:16-18).

The Garrett report summarizes the steady growth of the county, even in the face of the setbacks
of the great bust of the late 1920s and the Depression, in the past 100 years (Garrett 2006:18-19):

With the arrival of the train and the birth of Palm Beach and West Palm Beach,
the state legislature carved Palm Beach County out of Dade County on April 30,
1909.... A year later, Palm Beach County boasted a population of 5,577, ranked
39" out of 47 counties. Participating in the Florida land boom of the 1920s, Palm
Beach County’ s population increased threefold between 1910 and 1920, and more
than doubled its population the following decade. Even during the Great
Depression, the county’s population swelled by 28,208 [from 18,654 to 51,781].
Reflecting the county’s and state’ s prosperity, West Palm Beach population grew
from 26,610 in 1930 to 33,693 in 1940. Palm Beach aso blossomed from 1,707 to
3,747 during the same decade. By 1945, 112,311 people called the county home,
40,599 of whom resided in West Palm Beach and 3,596 of whom lived in Pam
Beach. As the Cold War began warming up, West Palm Beach became one of
Florida's ten largest cities with 43,162 inhabitants in 1950, and Pam Beach
County was one of Florida sten largest counties with 114,688 residents.

Participating in the “Gold Coast’'s’ spectacular population explosion and
development after World War 11, 1,030,483 people reside in Palm Beach today.
West Pam Beach is the county’s largest community with 77,080 residents....
While northerners constitute a large portion of this population growth, immigrants
from around the world have become important parts of Palm Beach’s social and
economic fabric.

Miller, in the initial report of her two-year survey of West Palm Beach, expands upon the
formative years of that community (Miller 1998:8-9):

In November 1893, Flagler filed the original plat for the Town of West Palm
Beach. The town extended from Lake Worth to Clear Lake....Flagler's newly
named Florida East Coast (F.E.C.) Railroad reached West Palm Beach the same
year, bringing building materials, tourists, workers and settlers. The first lots in
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the town were sold in February 1894 and a construction boom was underway. At
first, tents and shacks were built. Before long, West Palm Beach was a town of
one and two-story frame buildings including stores, a post office and hotels. On
November 5, 1894 the community voted to incorporate as the Town of West Palm
Beach. The first census of the town the following year recorded 1192 persons
living in the city, with a property value of $133,926. Two fires in the downtown
commercia area in 1896 prompted the Town council to enact a new building
code. This code required al buildings in the downtown be built either of brick or
stone, or veneered with brick or stone. As a result, West Palm Beach soon had
many masonry and masonry-veneered commercial buildings.

By 1900, West Palm Beach had electricity, a sewer system, a water pumping
station, paved streets and telephone service. At the same time, the population had
dropped to 564. This 52% decrease is probably attributable to a decline in
construction activity on Palm Beach, the freeze of 1894-95 which devastated the
state’ s citrus industry, and nationwide recessions in the late 1890’s.

Between 1900 and 1910, the population of West Palm Beach increased by 209%,
rising to 1743. The Town Council petitioned the Florida Legislature for a city
charter, which was granted in 1903. West Palm Beach was named the county seat.

By 1920, the population had risen to 8659, an increase of 397% over the previous
decade. West Pam Beach was well established, not only as the center for
commercia activity in Palm Beach County, but as a tourist spot for the middle
class.... The completion of the West Palm Beach Canal in 1917, providing access
to inland farming areas, made West Palm Beach the shipping point for the
county’ s agricultural products both by rail and water.

She continues to describe the boom years of the early and mid-1920s and growth in subsequent
decades (Miller 1998:9-11):

During the 1920's, West Palm Beach was caught up in the fever of the Florida
Land Boom. The population increased by 207% over the decade, rising to 26,610
by 1930. By 1927, the entire city east of Australian Avenue had been platted,
although little building had occurred north of Thirty-sixth Street or south of
Southern Boulevard. The value of building permits recorded between 1920 and
1927 exceeded $38 million, surpassing Palm Beach. Mgor office and commercial
projects were erected including the city’s first “skyscrapers.”...The Land Boom
peaked in the winter of 1924-1925. Four major factors contributed to the
subsequent failure of the Florida real estate market. First, dishonest Florida real
estate ventures were widely publicized in northern newspapers beginning in the
spring of 1925, causing many investors to cancel all Florida real estate
transactions. Second, the F.E.C. Railroad placed an embargo on all but perishable
goods in August 1925, making building materials unavailable in the state. Third,
two terrible hurricanes struck South Florida in quick succession [in September
1926 and September 1928].... Fourth, speculators had pushed prices so high, no
buyers could be found. When the Stock Market crashed in October 1929, the
Floridareal estate market was left nearly valueless.
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At the beginning of the Depression, West Palm Beach entered a period of
moderate growth which lasted from 1930 until 1960. Population increased 25 to
30% each decade. Between 1930 and 1940, the city grew to 33,693, an increase of
26%. Between 1940 and 1950, the population increased by 28%, rising to 43,162
by the end of the decade. From 1950 to 1960, the population rose 30% to 56,208.

By 1960, the city was completely built out east of Australian Avenue. The city
had sold 4,200 acres of undeveloped land west of Interstate 95 to the Perini Land
and Development Company in 1957. The development of this area during the
1960's was a catalyst for suburban growth and marked the beginning of the shift
in the city’s population and economic base away from the downtown. Between
1960 and 1970, West Palm Beach'’s population rose to 57,375, a scant increase of
2%.

The population rose 10% between 1970 and 1980, reaching 63,108.

Since 1980 West Palm Beach has entered another phase of moderate growth. The
population rose 13% between 1980 and 1985.

In her final report on the historic sites of the Town of Palm Beach, Jane S. Day (2004) provides
an extremely detailed history of the growth and development of the community. She notes that
development was limited until “The Flagler Era.” She states: “The beginning of the real estate
boom in Palm Beach started in 1892. Charles J. Clarke who first saw the island aboard his yacht
Alma originally bought two and a half acres of land for $800. Then Henry M. Flagler, who had
also visited the area by boat, received a charter from the State of Florida to build arailroad south
to Miami. Rumors of Flagler’ s arrival caused pricesto rise. In March of 1893 Clarke purchased a
second property, the Dimick hotel and twenty acres from ocean to lake for $49,000.... With the
coming of the railroad real estate had risen from $1.00 per acre to over $7500 per acre” (Day
2004:11).

Early development in Palm Beach was particularly difficult. Marshes, swamps, and jungles had
to be filled and cleared. Alligators had to be killed. Connections to the island other than Flagler's
railroad bridge had to be constructed. With great effort in the teens, initial upper-class
developments such as E.R. Bradley’s Floral Park (1910-12) and “Cap” Dimick’s Royal Park
(1911-1918) were completed and successfully marketed. They were joined by middle-class
developments such as Oscar A. Jose' s Poinciana Park (Day 2004:15-16).

In 1918, at the beginnings of the Florida land boom, prominent New York architect Addison
Mizner came to Palm Beach. The following year his Everglades Club opened. It touched off an
architectural boom on the island that coincided with the economic boom of the early and mid-
1920s (Day 2004:17-19):

For Palm Beach the building of the Everglades Club was an important milestone.
The club itself moved the social scene away from Flagler’s Hotels and Bradley’s
casino into an exclusive private realm. The Mediterranean Revival style
architecture introduced by Addison Mizner with the Everglades Club was “the
first major building in South Florida in the Spanish style” and it changed South
Florida architecture forever. Commissions for Mizner to build private homes in
this style poured in. On a technical level the Everglades Club proved that even
without skilled European craftsmen, the style could be built with hollow clay tile
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construction, stucco and cast cement details. Mizner even opened a business to
manufacture the tiles needed for the Spanish style roofs and to produce instant
antiques to furnish the huge Mediterranean Revival style mansions.

During the 1920s other great twentieth century architects settled in Palm Beach to
take advantage of the building boom. Maurice Fatio, who was born in Geneva,
Switzerland, formed a partnership with William A. Treanor in New York in 1921.
Fatio moved to Florida in 1925, established a Palm Beach office and practiced
until his death in 1943.

In 1925, Austrian born John L. Volk came to Palm Beach by way of Key West
and Miami.... With an office in the Daily News Building, Volk was full of
optimism but this proved to be short lived. In June of 1926 the Palm Beach Bank
and Trust closed causing a run on area banks. After a Banking moratorium eleven
Palm Beach County banks went under. Volk noted, “I had money in three banks,
al closed. No Money....” Despite the slow start, however, John L. Volk survived
the recession and established a career that changed the face of Palm Beach. By
completing over one thousand commissions before his death in 1984, Volk was
the most prolific of the great Palm Beach architects....

One of the great houses of Palm Beach and the nation was built in 1925 for
Marjorie Merriweather Post and her husband Edward F. Hutton. Called “Mar-A-
Lago” because of its sea to lake site, the house was started by Marion Sims
Wyeth...and completed by Joseph Urban, a Viennese architect.... Urban took the
prevailing Mediterranean Revival style of the Town and added Moorish details
with atheatrical flair to the overall design...

The Florida banking crises was one of the reasons that real estate development
changed in Palm Beach at the end of the 1920s. In the nine years before the 1929
stock market crash, over 5500 banks closed nation wide. “Florida's boom; was the
greatest speculative frenzy in history.... The linkage between bankers, promoters
and politics led to the reckless expansion of the economy which inflated real
estate values to irrationa levels.”

Addison Mizner fared poorly during the days of the real estate bust having
invested his money in the failed Boca Raton project south of Palm Beach. The
Mediterranean Reviva style aso lost favor as the economy suffered. Smaller
houses and less expansive construction replaced the great mansions of the early
boom. In September 1928 a terrible hurricane that brought tides of 11.2 feet and
caused $11 million dollars worth of damage ushered in the nationwide Depression
of 1929.

Building activity slowed in Pam Beach with the Depression, but the community’s Art Jury,
established in the 1920s, continued to have the power of approval over, and the right to force
changes to, new projects. When building activity began to pick up in the late 1930s, Palm Beach
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had managed to retain its refined appearance, although with smpler dwellings and some altered,
or at least broadened, aesthetic decisions (Day 2004:20-21):

Housing styles changed as well. The large Mediterranean houses of the 1920s
gave way to British Colonial, Bermuda, Georgian and Monterey styles. Dining
rooms became smaller as the buffet replaced the large dinner party. Servants areas
were reduced and the garage became an important and necessary feature of every
home.

World War 1l affected Palm Beach as it did the rest of the country, although in ways perhaps
peculiar to the wealthy: social calendars were scaled back and parties scaled down. More
mundanely, shoreline patrols were instituted and curfews on bridge crossings put in effect. And
more profoundly (Day 2004:23):

All of the war efforts had a positive effect on the growth and development of
Palm Beach. The Town had opened its doors to thousands of men and women
from around the country and set the stage for a post war building boom. In its last
issue of the 1943-44 season the Pam Beach Daily News reported, “Much
property has changed hands and a real estate “boom” indicates that in the period
of postwar construction, Palm Beach will be a growing and flourishing colony.”

After the war, more additions were made to the popular palette of house styles and forms. Many
of the grand dwellings erected in the 1920s were demolished and their grounds were subdivided
“to make room for a more casual life style and new development.” Some grand residences were
divided into separate dwellings. And, as Day notes (2004:23) and as the town’s neighborhoods
still reflect, “In the place of the Mediterranean Revival mansions, ranch houses filled the new
streets.”

The development of the areas within the preliminary APE outside of West Pam Beach and the
Town of Palm Beach was quite limited until within the past 50 years. As noted, not until about
1960 was West Palm Beach built out between Australian Avenue and Lake Worth. Growth in
unincorporated areas of the county and such small incorporated communities as Golfview
followed the pattern of West Palm Beach, in the limited area where it occurred at all prior to
World War 1. Growth from the late 1940s into the 1960s was largely defined by the planting of
neighborhoods of minimal traditional and ranch houses.

Golfview, for example, was platted in the mid-1920s and incorporated in 1937, but only had
about 15 houses built in it prior to 1945, most of which dated from between 1937 and 1940.
Following the war, subdivisions were added and the majority of the community’s homes were
erected between 1949 and 1965. By 1965 the population had reached 155. It peaked at about 200
in 1970 and 1980 and, with the growth of the adjacent PBIA and the loss of property and houses
to the airport, had declined to 153 by 1990 (Miller 1994).

The most notable growth within the preliminary APE outside of West Palm Beach and the town
of Palm Beach occurred at PBIA itself. Commercial aviation operations began at the present site
of PBIA in 1936, when it was known as Morrison Field (named for Grace K. Morrison, who was
involved in the early planning and organization for the airfield). Eastern Air Lines provided the
initial commercial service from the airfield, connecting Miami and New York (via West Palm
Beach and 11 other cities aong the East Coast).
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